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Quotes from Today’s HSBC Asian 5 Nations Press Launch
Rory Underwood

HSBC A5N Ambassador and England Rugby’s Leading Try Scorer

“This year there really is everything to play for in the Asian 5 Nations with the winner of the Top 5 going to the IRB Rugby World Cup 2011 in New Zealand and the runners-up entering a repechage. The competitiveness of the Top 5 in the A5N has gone from strength to strength over the past few years but this year with the added incentive of qualification for the Rugby World Cup we are expecting some absolute cracking matches. Japan versus Korea is always a big game, but this year with all to play for and a berth in New Zealand on offer, there is going to be some fireworks.”
Frank Hadden

HSBC A5N 2010 Coach & HSBC Penguin Coach

Former Scotland Coach

“Grassroots initiatives are absolutely everything for the development of rugby. I have been involved at the very top end of the sport for a long time now and it is great to come back to the grassroots and get involved at the developmental level. We hope to introduce the positive values and excitement of rugby to thousands of youth in over 10 countries over the next three months. The idea of holding HSBC Asian 5 Nations Youth Festivals around Asia is absolutely sensational and really bodes well for the growth of the game and the future of the game in this region. I also really look forward to working with the 28 national teams around Asia and helping them raise their standards at the elite level of performance over the coming months.”

Mr Nobby Mashimo, IRB Council Member, Vice President and Chairman, Japan Rugby Football Union 

“The Asian 5 Nations Tournament is especially significant for all of us.
For one, it shall determine the qualifiers for the 2011 Rugby World Cup in
New Zealand. But more than this, the Asian 5 Nations Tournament is truly
vital to the expansion of the game of rugby both in Asia and throughout the
world. It gives our players the opportunity to cultivate their strength and
raise their skills in rugby to world-class standards. Today, as we look forward to another astounding success for this year's tournament, I would like to thank the HSBC Group for their vision and commitment. The support, energy, and enthusiasm they have brought to this event has been vital in bringing this competition to life.  ”

VIA PREPARED STATEMENT:

Mr Bernard Lapasset, Chairman, International Rugby Board

“Now in its third year the HSBC A5N is firmly established as the jewel in the crown for Asian Rugby, delivering an annual format that has proven successful at reaching out to new television audiences, not just in Asia, but around the world. The commitment of HSBC to the tournament and the promotion of Rugby is of vital importance to all the participating teams and the development of the Game in Asia.” 

Giles Morgan, Group Head of Sponsorship, HSBC

“Asia is going to be the cradle of the future growth for rugby union within the world.”

