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PRESS RELEASE

HSBC Asian Five Nations 2010 marks final stage of RWC 2011 Asian Qualifiers
Rory Underwood and Frank Hadden launch year of grassroots rugby 

[Hong Kong, 31 March 2010]:  The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited (HSBC) and Asian Rugby Football Union (ARFU) today launched the HSBC Asian 5 Nations Series (HSBC A5N) 2010.  HSBC A5N Ambassador Rory Underwood and former Scotland and current HSBC Penguin coach Frank Hadden attended today’s press launch, alongside Sandy Flockhart, Group Executive Director, Chairman Commercial, Personal Banking and Insurance, HSBC Group and Nobby Mashimo, Vice President and Chairman of the Japan Rugby Football Union and ARFU delegate to the International Rugby Board council.  
In 2010, the elite Top 5 competition is doubling as the culmination of a three-year, 32-match Rugby World Cup qualification process and will be played across a five-week, single round robin, home and away format. The Top 5 teams (by 2009 rankings) are Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Hong Kong and the Arabian Gulf.  Test matches will be held on consecutive weekends throughout 24 April to 22 May, 2010.  
In its third season, the HSBC A5N and ARFU continue to grow, expanding from 26 to 28 Asian nations and territories with the addition of UAE and Lebanon. Outside of the Top 5, the tournament consists of three promotion and relegation divisions of four-teams each. The competition structure has evolved alongside this growth and increasing competitiveness with the launch a fourth Division, which will be promotion-only, a single regional tournament will be held in Cambodia in June. 
“Over the past two years, the HSBC A5N has become a key fixture in the international rugby calendar. With Asia’s sole direct qualification spot for the 2011 Rugby World Cup up for grabs, there is even more to play for this season,” said Sandy Flockhart, Group Executive Director, Chairman of Commercial, Personal Banking and Insurance, HSBC Group.
In a prepared message, Mr Bernard Lapasset, Chairman of the International Rugby Board said, “Now in its third year, the HSBC A5N is firmly established as the jewel in the crown for Asian Rugby, delivering an annual format that has proven successful at reaching out to new television audiences, not just in Asia, but around the world. The commitment of HSBC to the tournament and the promotion of Rugby is of vital importance to all the participating teams and the development of the Game in Asia.” 

The 2010 Top 5 competition will again be broadcast across Asia on ESPN Star Sports as well as on regional and international broadcasters.  Last year’s A5N Top 5 tournament was broadcast to over 220 million homes in Asia.
“The entire Asian rugby community is eagerly waiting to see who will represent Asia in New Zealand in 2011. The competition for the runners-up spot is equally fierce as Asia’s number two will have a chance to continue on the road to New Zealand with a winner-take-all match against South American challengers Uruguay in July,” said ARFU representative Nobby Mashimo. 

“On behalf of ARFU, I would like to thank HSBC and all of our sponsors for their support. The HSBC A5N is vital for the development and expansion of rugby throughout Asia at both the elite and grassroots level and we look forward to kicking off our most exciting year ever.” added Mashimo.

HSBC aims to bring positive social change to different cultures and communities through its diverse rugby sponsorships across the world. HSBC invests in rugby across 30 different countries from the very pinnacle of the elite game with the HSBC Waratahs Super 14 team, through to the development of emerging rugby countries through the A5N. Each of HSBC’s rugby sponsorships shares one common aim of uniting people and cultures through the positive values of rugby. HSBC is also a long-term sponsor of the Penguin International Rugby Football Club which is represented by 30 nations and has provided coaching sessions to local communities in 62 countries. 
“HSBC is committed to the development of the game throughout Asia. This year, we are excited to be uniting two of our most important rugby sponsorships in the A5N and HSBC Penguins International Coaching Academy over the next few months,” added Mr Flockhart.  
In partnership with the HSBC A5N and the HSBC Penguin International Coaching Academy, HSBC is supporting a series of rugby coaching clinics throughout Hong Kong in the lead up to the A5N tournament launch on 31 March.  The commitment to grassroots development will continue throughout the tournament with HSBC A5N Youth Rugby Festivals reaching thousands of youth in Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, Korea, Dubai, Bahrain, Indonesia, India, Cambodia and Nepal over the coming months. 
At the helm of this initiative is Frank Hadden, who coached Scotland from 2005 – 2009 including at 2007 Rugby World Cup and is also an HSBC Penguin. From 1 April until June, Hadden will serve as an HSBC A5N coaching advisor working with national teams and unions across Asia and will also help plan and execute development programmes at HSBC A5N Youth Rugby Festivals in over ten countries.  
The Festivals will be supported by A5N and HSBC Penguin coaches, Asian test stars and HSBC A5N Ambassador like Rory Underwood, England’s leading try scorer and member of three Rugby World Cup squads from 1987 until 1995.

About HSBC: 

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited is the founding and a principal member of the HSBC Group which, with around 8,000 offices in 88 countries and territories and assets of US$2,364 billion at 31 December 2009, is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services organisations.

 ends
CONTACTS: 

For information on:

HSBC A5N and Youth Rugby Festivals, contact sean.moore@elitestep.com or on +852 9095 8889; Chinese language enquiries to andy.yeung@elitestep.com.  

HSBC’s support to the A5N, contact Ophelia Quach at opheliaquach@hsbc.com.hk.  

HSBC Penguins, contact Sally Price: sally.price@fasttrackagency.com. 

For more information on HSBC’s rugby commitments throughout the world visit www.rugby.hsbc.com
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